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Asheville Quilt Guild Offers Its Annual
Quilt Show at the North Carolina

Agricultural Center in Fletcher, NC

The Asheville Quilt Guild will pres-
ent its 39th annual Quilt Show, from
Sept. 28-30, 2023, at the North Carolina
Agricultural Center in Fletcher, NC.
Featuring nearly 300 quilts, works from
fiber artists, as well as wearable art, many
of these items are for sale. The Asheville
Quilt Show began as a small show in
a beloved Asheville Street Fair known
as Bele Chere. For over three decades
our 501c3 non-profit organization, the
Asheville Quilt Guild, has been dedicated
to the preservation and advancement of
the American Heritage Artistic Craft of
Quilting.

Our reputation for excellence and our
generous prize money draws quilt entries
from the southeastern region of the USA
and beyond. Many attendees are inspired
to become quilters, or to better their craft,
after a stroll through our amazing display.
Over 25 vendors offer a varied selection
of fabric, sewing, quilting notions, hand-
made items, and other surprises. There
are also ongoing free demonstrations
which provide ideas, instruction, and new
techniques.

During Show hours, refreshments are
available at an on-site café. Show hours
are: Sept. 28 & 29, from 9am-5pm and
Sept. 30, from 9am-4:30pm, at the Davis
Center at the Western North Carolina Ag-
ricultural Center, at 761 Boylston High-
way, Fletcher, NC, 28732.

Also shown here is a picture of the
Asheville Quilt Guild 2023 Opportu-
nity Quilt, “What Goes Around Comes
Around” created by the Piecemakers
Quilting Bee and quilted by Shelli Yanik.
Raffle tickets for a chance to win this quilt
will be available for purchase at the show,

or online at (www.ashevillequiltguild.org/

Opportunity-Quilt-2023). The quilt is 69
x 85 inches. Drawing will be held at the

show on Sept. 30, at 3pm, and the winner
does not have to be present.

It was 1987 and after talking for
months about starting a quilt guild, Linda
Cantrell said the words at the right time
to Barbara Swinea. By the end of the eve-
ning they had 20 people signed up to join
in a class taught by Barbara. After months
of work and discussions they held our
first meeting at A.B. Tech Campus. There
were 65 women there the first night. The

2023 Opportunity Quilt up for raffle

dues were $12 and stayed at that for many
years. In order to give us some working
capital, they initiated a one- time fee of
$5. That too is still in place. Our Treasury
had a start of $750 for the first year.

The members gave free workshops
with Linda Cantrell being the first
(remember she also made their first
raffle quilt). The others that year were:

Jill Chirgotis, Ruth Flanagan, Marilyn
Munson, Peggy Genung, Ingrid Courtney,
Mary Keene, and Barbara Swinea. They
also had a guest speaker from Greensboro,
Dick Dyer, who did the lecture gratis and
had a funny talk on gadgets.

The Guild had a newsletter, named
disPatch by Leigh Anne Tierney and
written by Jodie Stutchbury. The city of
Asheville printed it for them gratis.

To get them attention, they approached
WLOS and their weatherman, Ken Bostic,
and asked for his neckties. These ties were
being donated by viewers so we made two
wall hangings - one going to WLOS and
one going to A.B. Tech, and it turned into
a nice bit of PR. They had our first bus
trip to a Symposium in Winston-Salem,
NC. There were monthly drawings of quilt
blocks and later a fabric challenge with
the quilts being in an exhibit hung at the
Folk Art Center.

They had no library to start but donated
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quilt books to Pack Library. In February
of 89 they set up our own library.

The Quilt Guild’s Community Project
(completed in 1989) was to make quilts
for the residents of St. Dunstans, a home
for mentally challenged adults.

Asheville Quilt Guild was incorporated
in November of 1988 as a non-profit with
a charter to give exhibits to the commu-
nity and share their knowledge of quilting.

For further information about the show
visit (www.ashevillequiltguild.org).

'Asheville Art Museum in Asheville,
NC, Ofters Works by

The Asheville Art Museum in
Asheville, NC, is presenting Romare
Bearden: Ways of Working, on view in the
The Van Winkle Law Firm Gallery, Level
1, through Jan. 22, 2024.

Romare Bearden (Charlotte, NC
1911-1988 New York, NY), African
American writer and artist, is renowned
for his collages. He constantly experi-
mented with various techniques to achieve
his artistic goals throughout his career.
This exhibition highlights works on paper
and explores his most frequently used me-
diums, including screen-printing, lithog-
raphy, hand-colored etching, collagraph,
monotype, relief print, photomontage, and
collage.

Bearden’s work reflects his impro-
visational approach to his practice. He
considered his process akin to that of jazz
and blues composers. Starting with an
open mind, he would let an idea evolve
spontaneously.

“Romare Bearden: Ways of Work-
ing highlights Bearden’s unique artistic
practice and masterful storytelling through
art,” says Pamela L. Myers, Executive Di-
rector of the Asheville Art Museum. “We
are thrilled to collaborate with Jerald Mel-
berg Gallery to present these extraordi-
nary works on paper in conversation with
Bearden’s collage Sunset Express, 1984
in the Museum Collection (on view in the
Museum’s SECU Collection Hall). This
exhibition will also provide a glimpse into
the cultural histories and personal interests
that influenced his art-making practice,
and we hope it encourages introspection
and dialogue with our visitors.”

Jerald Melberg states, “Romare
Bearden’s groundbreaking artistic prac-
tice continues to captivate audiences
worldwide. With an unparalleled legacy
of creativity and innovation, Bearden’s
contributions to art remain deeply influ-
ential years beyond his life.” We have
enjoyed organizing this exhibition with
the Asheville Art Museum to showcase
his artistic genius and inspire visitors from
the Western North Carolina region and

beyond.”

Romare Bearden

< N,
) o
Romare Bearden, “Lullaby at Birdland”, circa
1980, monotype, 29 1/2 x 41 1/2. Jerald Melberg

Gallery © The Romare Bearden Foundation /
Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York.

This exhibition is made possible in part
by the Judy Appleton Fund. Many thanks
to the Jerald Melberg Gallery for the loan
of these important artworks and to Mary
and Jerald Melberg for their long-stand-
ing support of the arts, artists, and the
Asheville Art Museum.

Established by artists and incorporated
in 1948, the Asheville Art Museum is
committed to being a vital force in com-
munity and individual development and
providing lifelong opportunities for educa-
tion and enrichment through the visual arts.

The Museum presents a robust sched-
ule of engaging exhibitions featuring
American art of the 20th and 21st centu-
ries. It also offers a myriad of innovative
programs for all ages, including classes
and workshops for adults, college stu-
dents, children, and families; guided and
group tours; concerts and performances;
volunteer programs; year-round and sum-
mer internship programs; film screenings;
lectures and panel discussions; school
and teacher programs; special events; and
much more.

In 2019, Asheville Art Museum re-
vealed its major building expansion and
renovation project, increasing its capac-
ity to conserve, exhibit, and interpret art
of national and regional significance and
serve the community and its many visi-
tors.

For further information check our
NC Institutional Gallery listings or visit
(ashevilleart.org).
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