HUGER HUGER
S
5 O
€D o =
S a &
o o ()
ASSEMBLY ASSEMBLY
MAIN MAIN
USC Coliseum SUMTER
[BISC State Capital SUMTER
[c]USC Horseshoe
[DJMcKissick Museum w MARION
[E]SC State Library =
Dl 8
= BULL [E] BULL

FEditorial Commenmry

continued from Page 4 [ back to Page 4

Should There Be Public Funding For
The Arts?

I’m for public funding for the arts - as
long as it’s for things the public can appre-
ciate and for arts for all - not just a few.

Our country has gotten some wonder-
ful things out of public funding for the
arts, as well as some not so good things.
Such is life, but I feel in the last several
decades those who have been in charge
of where that funding goes have been
myopic - especially in SC - trying to make
the arts in South Carolina something other
than what it is naturally.

That’s what has turned me away from
supporting the SC Arts Commission. I’'m
all for public support of the arts, I just
think we’ve been getting a raw deal here
in SC. Too much funding is going to the
less deserving, but well connected. It’s not
all going to the wrong people, but way too
much is - over and over again.

If you’re not producing what they ap-
prove of - you don’t get funding. If you
complain about the selection process - you
don’t get funding. If you don’t support
their existence - you don’t get funding. So
no one complains they just follow in lock
step.

If you kiss their ass - you might get
funding, but you better be a good kisser
as there is less and less to go around each
year.

We need a do-over in this state.

Robert Ivey Didn’t Always Watch His
Step

When you have a non-profit dance
company in South Carolina, you have to
be careful of every step you make. Robert
Ivey didn’t always step carefully or where
he was told to step. He was his own man
and he paid the price for that throughout
the years.

I imagine as a dancer you have to be
able to control your steps, in some cases
every step is choreographed, but I also
imagine that stepping out of the box at
times is in your nature. How else can you
create new dances?

Ivey was one for stepping out of the
box - questioning the past and present.

Robert Ivey may be gone now, but his
legacy in Charleston and South Carolina
will go on for generations.

One of my top memories of him goes
way back to when Linda and I used to do
some photo processing for the Spoleto
Festival press office. They gave us some
press tickets to performances. We had
two tickets to see one of the major dance
companies that preformed at the Festival.
For some reason Linda couldn’t go.
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Nonnah’s

Offering works by local & regional artists
Serving Lunch M-F, 11:30am-2pm
Evening hours: M-Th., 5-11pm
Fri., 5pm-12:30am & Sat., 6pm-12:30am
803/779-9599 » www.nonnahs.com
928 Gervais Street » Columbia, SC

As I entered the Gaillard Auditorium
for the performance I saw Bob standing
with a few folks - dancers in his company.
I told him about my extra ticket - wonder-
ing if he knew someone who could use
it. He took one look at them and gave his
ticket to someone else and said - “I'm
coming with you.” I had press tickets that
the Festival gave us - better seats than he
had.

What a deal, I not only got to see a
great performance but I had an expert
commentator with me. And, I learned
more about that company and the dances
they did than most people sitting in that
audience - stuff you won’t find in any
program.

Other memories will have to wait for
the book.

Hey, we’re all about the visual arts
now, but that wasn’t always the case. Our
paths didn’t cross that often in the last 10-
15 years, but I knew Bob was the real deal
- the best that the dance world in Charles-
ton will see for some time.

We lost a good one folks.
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Heidi Darr-Hope
Jeff Donovan
Pat Gilmartin
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Michel McNinch
Kirkland Smith
Laura Spong
David Yaghjian
Open weekdays.
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Ore Eared Cow Glass, Inc.
00! #ager St. Columbia, SC
§03-254-2444  weow.oneedredcow com
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