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     Smith Killian Fine Art in Charleston, 
SC, will present, Contemporary Caroli-
nas, an invitational exhibition by a dy-
namic group of contemporary artists in the 
Carolinas, on view from May 6 through 
June 12, 2011. A reception will be held on 
May 6, from 5-8pm. 

paintings that have a vibrant life of their 
own.
     Inspired renditions of nature and life, 
Carl Blair’s paintings embrace form and 
color in a contemporary style all his own, 
with expressionism at their core. Blair has 
a long history of awards and exhibitions 
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Smith Killian Fine Art in 
Charleston, SC, Features 
Works by Contemporary Artists

     This exhibition, will showcase the art-
work of some of the most highly respected 
and collected contemporary artists of the 
region including Betty Anglin Smith, Carl 
Blair, Eva Carter, Matt Overend, Lara 
Spong, Leo Twiggs and Scott Upton.
     Betty Anglin Smith has had a suc-
cessful thirty year career defined by large 
brushstrokes of bold colors, and has in 
recent times been embracing abstraction 
while remaining expressionistic in her 
approach. Her abstract paintings are bold 
and joyous and audiences are drawn to her 

spanning five decades and was 
a professor of art at Bob Jones 
University in Greenville, SC, 
for 41 years.
     Eva Carter’s oil-on-canvas 
abstracts are filled with bold 
color and movement. Originally 
from Tennessee, Carter has been 
based in the Charleston area 
over thirty years. Her paintings 
are brimming with emotion and 
energy whilst maintaining a 
calmness that makes her paint-
ings so well received by varied 
audiences.
     While his paintings might 
feature recognizable forms 
and objects, Matt Overend’s 
technique and treatment of the 
objects is what makes them 
stand out. His paintings explore 
relationships with structure, 
lines, color and texture. Over-
end grew up outside of Atlanta 

and studied aeronautical engineering at 
Georgia Tech before studying art in Cali-
fornia and at Yale.

     Born in 1926, Lara Spong’s career as 
an artist started in her 60’s and she has 
enjoyed increasing recognition in recent 
years for her non-objective paintings, in-
cluding a retrospective at the University of 
South Carolinas McMaster Gallery. Spong 
is a truly contemporary artist, producing 
paintings that challenge and engage the 
viewer.
     As a pioneer of batik painting in the 
United States, Leo Twiggs’ technique took 
years to develop and perfect. Twiggs ex-
plores issues of race, politics, southern life 

and cultural heritage in his batik paintings. 
His work is innovative, challenging and 
highly respected.

     With a strong emphasis on color fields, 
atmosphere and texture, Scott Upton 
paints in an abstract expressionist style. 
His paintings are soothing to the eye and 
achieve a quiet calm through his choice of 
palette and painting technique. His com-
positions are inspired by life and capture a 
mystery through abstraction.
     Contemporary Carolinas will give au-
diences a very unique opportunity to view 
some of the finest contemporary art of the 
Carolinas and indeed the South.
     For more info check our SC Com-
mercial Gallery listings, call the gallery at 
843/853-0708 or visit 
(www.smithkillian.com).

     Nina Liu and Friends in Charleston, 
SC, celebrates both the festival season 
and its twenty-fifth year with an exhibi-
tion of work by Susie Miller Simon. The 
exhibition, entitled Defining Moments, 
will be on view from May 6 through June 
30, 2011. An opening reception will take 
place from 5-7pm on Friday, May 6, 2011.  
     Simon, who lives in Evergreen, CO, 
is a gallery favorite. Her paintings make 

references to imagery of the Southwestern 
United States and the traditions of that 
region, but they are not slavish copies of 
other cultures’ motifs. They are imagina-
tive assemblages of shapes and symbols, 
some of which are very personal.   
     Simon’s work is at once playful and 
sophisticated. The works in this exhibition 
are in a large format, and their complex 
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“(Outsider) Art : Show”

EyeLevel Art and Artistic Spirit Gallery,in Charleston, SC, 
are collaborating on this Visionary art show offering the chance to 

collect “Outsider Art*” from nationally known artists.
*Outsider Art refers to artists who are on the outside of society and not influenced 

by art trends, listening just to the voices in their heads.

Through - May 22, 2011
EyeLevel Art • 103 Spring Street • Charleston, SC • 843.278.2374

www.artisticspiritgallery.com www.eyelevelart.com 

XONON    Oil on Canvas   31 x 36 inches    Casey McGlynn

Off the Gilded Glyph              Mixed Media on Paper              31 x 21 inches               Mark Miller

Zombies              Oil on Canvas             20 x 16 inches              Jan Boyer
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