
Page 6 - Carolina Arts, December 2015 Table of Contents

Fracture
Oil on Canvas, 72 x 66 inches
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     The City of North Charleston, SC, will 
present two new exhibits including: The 
Quench Project: Paintings Inspired by a 
Vision Trip to Haiti – Paintings by Robert 
Maniscalo and Paintings by Keith Van-
Zant, both on view in the North Charles-
ton City Gallery, located in the Charleston 
Area Convention Center, from Dec. 3 - 
31, 2015. A reception will be held on Dec. 
3, from 5-7pm. 
     After several years as a film and stage 
actor, Robert Maniscalco has returned to 
the visual arts, creating narratives through 
painted portraits. In The Quench Project 
he presents his newest collection of paint-
ings, created from photos, sketches, and 
interviews conducted during a mission 
trip to Haiti last November. The mission 
trip was carried out in collaboration with 
Water Missions International (WMI). 
     Executed mostly with oil on canvas 
and linen, the works in the series express 
hope and renewal and focus on the impact 
of WMI’s living water message and 
world-wide relief efforts. “I will be exhib-
iting these new works to create awareness 
around the water crisis so many are facing 
in the world right now,” he explains.
     Born in Detroit in 1959, Maniscalco is 
the son of internationally renowned por-
trait artist Joseph Maniscalco, with whom 
he apprenticed during the early 1980’s. 
Since that time, his exquisite commis-
sioned portraits and fine art have become 
part of over 850 distinguished private 
and public collections throughout North 
America. 
     Maniscalco is a specialist in expressive 
realism and a master of light, form, and 
expression. In addition, he is a published 
author, gallery owner, actor, and director. 
Aside from his artwork, he is probably 
best known for hosting a local Detroit 
PBS show titled Artbeat, where he aided 

other artists and guests in exploring the 
creative process. He currently resides in 
North Charleston, SC.
     Keith VanZant of Goose Creek, SC, 
will present a collection of oil and acrylic 
paintings that utilize bright colors and 
various shadowing techniques. His body 
of work showcases his ability to create re-
alistic images of all kinds, from still life to 
portraits and wildlife to landscape scenes.    
     VanZant was born and raised in the 
Midwest. After high school he joined the 
United States Air Force and was assigned 
a permanent duty station in Charleston, 
where he worked as a jet engine mechanic 
for 6 years and met his wife, Verlie. Hav-
ing always loved creating, his wife gave 
him the confidence and support he needed 
to start his journey towards becoming an 
artist.  
     While still in the military VanZant 
began taking online Game Art and Design 
classes from Westwood College Online 
followed by courses with The Art In-
stitute. Feeling unfulfilled with online 
training, he and his wife packed their bags 
and headed west to Austin, TX. There, he 
studied at The Gemini School of Visual 
Arts for four years under master illustra-
tor Roger Barcilon and classical repre-
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I am gorgeous...
Can’t you see I’m really cute!

Put me on your personal
mousepad for $12.00
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Three Fishes
 

“One Fish, Two Fish, Three Fish, Blowing 
Bubbles one Way”…

 
“Look at Our Tailes, They go This Way 

and That.

They are Helping the Fishes get the Bubbles 
in the Hat.”
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