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the Arab world today, and in particular, the 
Arab woman’s world.
     Anthony Adcock’s pieces are modern 
pieces with stylistic and thematic edgi-
ness. A master of trompe l’oeil, subjects 
and objects seem to “pop” off the canvas. 
His photorealistic portrayal of objects like 
burned paper, keys, and paintbrushes, are 
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fresh, young, and well…edgy. His larger 
work, Live Cast, is particularly stunning, 
showing the plaster cast of a man’s face sur-
rounded by sticky notes.
     For further information check our SC 
Commercial Gallery listings, call Car-
len Quinn at 843/727-4500 or e-mail to 
(cquinn@mgalleryoffineart.com).

     Redux Contemporary Art Center in 
Charleston, SC, will present the exhibit, 
Home Again, Home Again: Featuring new 
works by Carmela Laganse, Sean Riley 
and Allison Reimus, on view from Dec. 8 
through Jan. 14, 2012. A lecture given by 
Allison Reimus and Sean Riley will be 
held at Redux on Thursday, Dec. 8, 2011, 
at 5pm followed by an opening reception 
from 6-9pm. 

and emotions that these surroundings 
incur. Beautiful, rich textiles and famil-
iar shapes, patterns and forms become 
curious and puzzling, perhaps even 
threatening under closer inspection. Each 
artist plays with the form and function 
of interior spaces, and the subsequent 
feelings and psychological states that 
are created by these spaces. Laganse’s 
furniture explores the aesthetic of luxuri-
ous fittings, while questioning the role and 
purpose of everyday pieces that we take 
for granted. Riley’s quilts develop detailed 
abstractions, created as a memorial that 
considers the historical and symbolic. 
Reimus’ paintings play with the influence 
of textiles, and create subtly emotional 
scenes that transcend the wood’s surface.
     Carmela Laganse’s work is a series of 
unusual pieces of furniture designed to be 
ideal for bloodletting. She is fascinated 
with the role and implications of figures 
in popular culture, in this case, vampires. 
The titles of her works recall blood, or 
cuts of meat, and lead the viewer to bal-
ance disgust with interest, repulsion with 
attraction. Her ceramic work is construct-
ed in unique, yet oddly familiar ways, and 
combined with textiles and woodwork that 

Redux Contemporary Art Center in 
Charleston, SC, Offers Works by Carmela 
Laganse, Sean Riley & Allison Reimus

is reminiscent of Victorian luxury. Her 
work ultimately incorporates decorative 
interior elements in a way that makes us 
question our preconceptions of comfort 
and consider the human body and psyche.
     Sean Riley’s work began as a memorial 
piece in remembrance of his late father, 
and all of the textiles used in the quilts 
came from his father’s wardrobe. The 
quilts served as a journey to learn about 
the art of quilt-making and to discover 
new forms or methods of abstraction. 
Throughout the construction of these 
pieces, Riley incorporated elements of 
symbolism with the goal of creating 
beautiful, functional objects with personal 
significance.
     Allison Reimus’ paintings on wood 
panel replicate textiles and interior ele-
ments. Her work primarily uses color, 
line, repetition and abstraction to “trans-
form a surface into something other 
than what can be defined by its physi-
cal properties.” Her paintings make us 
question the role of form and function. 
The two cannot be mutually exclusive, 
and the blurred line between them poses 
a fascinating question. Reimus wonders 
at the role and purpose of artists and art 
making in relation to this issue. However, 
her work does not seek to answer these 
questions, simply to explore them further, 
and investigate their implications for the 
human experience.
     Laganse began her career with a 
background in ceramics and received 
her BFA at the University of Manitoba 
and her MFA at Ohio University. She 
has worked and taught at institutions 
including Thompson Rivers University in 
Kamloops, BC, and at White Mountain 
Academy for the Arts in Elliot Lake, On-
tario. She has exhibited in Canada, Europe 
and the US at locations including the Gar-
diner Museum, Seigfred Gallery and Lynn 
Merhige Gallery. Laganse’s work explores 
haptic experience, play, emotion, idealism, 
romanticism and the human body through 
the use of modular environments and 
diverse materials and textiles.
     Riley was born in Wareham, MA, and 
received his BFA in Painting from the 

Massachusetts College of Art in Boston. 
He went on to receive his MFA in Paint-
ing from the University of Pennsylania. 
Since his graduation he has received many 
honors including the Charles Addams Me-
morial Scholarship and the Joan Mitchell 
Foundation MFA Grant. Riley has been 
featured recently in several group exhi-
bitions in New York, Pennsylvania and 
Massachusetts. His first solo exhibition, 
Everything in OK, was held in June of 
last year at MCLA Gallery 51, in North 
Adams, MA, where he currently lives and 
works. His recent work is a multimedia 
exploration of abstraction and symbolism 
that he uses to learn about the historical 
development of the art of quilt making 
and pattern-based painting. The quilts at 
the center of the project serve as a memo-
rial to his late father.

Work by Allison Reimus

     These three artists, with seemingly 
remote inspirations, share interests in 
the way that humans choose to fashion 
interior surroundings, and the reactions continued above on next column to the right continued on Page 12

Work by Carmela Laganse

     Reimus was born in Saginaw, MI, and 
received her BFA from Michigan State 
University, and her MFA from American 
University in Washington, DC. She has 
received many awards and honors, most 
recently she was the 2009 recipient of the 
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