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times per month.
     The Seacoast Artists Gallery exhibits 
the original artwork of over 70 local art-
ists. Oil, acrylic, watercolor, mixed media, 
fiber art, photography, engraved silver and 
clay is just some of the media that can be 
viewed and purchased at the gallery. 
     The Seacoast Artists Guild is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit visual arts organization ded-
icated to promoting and advancing excel-

lence in the visual arts through teaching, 
exhibits, workshops and special events. 
It is focused on developing and nurtur-
ing young artists-to-be through training 
programs, sponsorship of art scholarships 
and art shows.  
     For further information check our SC 
Institutional Gallery listings, or call the 
Guild at 843/232-7009 or visit 
(www.seacoastartistguild.com).

Seacoast Artists Guild in Myrtle Beach, SC
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     The Franklin G. Burroughs-Simeon B. 
Chapin Art Museum in Myrtle Beach, SC, 
is presenting two new exhibits includ-
ing: Celia Pearson: Glass Transformed, 
A Photographer Explores Sea Glass, on 
view through Dec. 29, 2013, and The 
Opulent Object: Tapestries by Jon Riis 
with Sculpture by Richard Mafong and 
Mike Harrison, on view through Jan. 5, 
2014.   
     Humans have recycled materials 
since ancient times, turning waste into 
new products. But nature is also a master 
recycler, especially when it comes to 
glass objects that have been discarded 
into the oceans. The abrasive action of 
water and sand, manipulated by currents 
and tides, and the chemistry of the ocean 
environment can create unique textures 
on the surfaces of glass items that human 
technology would be hard-pressed to cre-
ate. And exposure to sunlight often results 
in color changes in the glass itself, turning 
once-clear glass to subtle and unique hues. 
Collectors prize these nature-made works 
of “sea glass,” and delight in the quest to 
identify their origins.
     Nationally known photographer Celia 
Pearson was commissioned to produce 
150 images of the sea glass collection of 
Marylanders Richard and Nancy LaM-
otte - comprising some 30,000 pieces for 
their 2004 book Pure Sea Glass. Since 
then these small treasures, including col-
lections from Italy and Spain, have been 
an enduring inspiration for Pearson. A 
selection of her intriguing photographs is 
featured in an exhibition titled Celia Pear-
son: Glass Transformed, A Photographer 
Explores Sea Glass.
      Produced with archival inkjet tech-
nology, Pearson’s photographs can be as 
large as thirty inches in size, offering the 
viewer a surprising and surreal view as 
tiny pieces of colored glass assume the 
appearance of massive sculptures.
     Pearson observes, “I came to experi-
ence sea glass as a photographer rather 
than a collector. I have always been com-
pelled by its physical beauty. Part of the 
beauty of sea glass is that it has its own 
light. Light makes these bits of sea glass 
come alive.”
     Observing her own images, Pearson 
adds that they are often about order, bal-
ance and harmony. “I see this glass not 
only through the lens of my camera but 
also through the lens of my own particular 
passions. Regardless of how they came 
to be, you will see these images through 
the lens of your own particular passions, 
and thereby this glass will be, once again, 
transformed.” 
     Throughout history, humans have 
coveted material things that are luxuri-
ous, rich in color or texture, adorned with 
gemstones and other rare materials, and 
meticulously crafted: in short, opulent 
objects.
     Three artists offer their versions of 
opulence in an exhibit titled The Opu-
lent Object: Tapestries by Jon Riis with 
Sculpture by Richard Mafong and Mike 
Harrison. More than 40 tapestries and 20 
sculptures are featured in the exhibition.
     Internationally known fiber artist Jon 
Riis creates tapestries using techniques 
dating to antiquity, many of them using 

precious materials such as metallic and 
silk thread, or with added embellishments 
of freshwater pearls, crystal and coral 
beads. His works frequently display a wry 
sense of humor and irony. For example, 
his three-dimensional Deadly Treat is a 
woven depiction of a wrapped Chinese 
candy that was reported to contain harm-
fully high amounts of melamine poisoning 
in 2008.
     Riis is the recipient of numerous 
awards, including two National Endow-
ment for the Arts grants and a Fulbright 
grant. His tapestries are included in many 
museums’ permanent collections, in-
cluding The Louvre, the Art Institute of 
Chicago, the American Craft Museum in 
New York and the Renwick Gallery of the 
Smithsonian American Museum of Art in 
Washington, DC.
     Sculptors Richard Mafong and Mike 
Harrison worked collaboratively to design 
and create the metal and metal-wood ob-
jects in the exhibition. Though these luxu-
rious objects were initially created from 
elemental materials, they have been made 
opulent by the addition of gemstones, rare 
woods, gold and silver. The artists’ works 
reference myths, beliefs and ideals of past 
cultures and examine issues of identity, 
life, and the human condition.

Burroughs-Chapin Art Museum 
in Myrtle Beach, SC, Features 
Works by Celia Pearson, Jon Riis, 
Richard Mafong and Mike Harrison 

Work by Richard Mafong and Mike Harrison

Work by Jon Riis

     Richard Mafong is Professor Emeritus 
of Jewelry and Metalsmithing at Georgia 
State University. His works have been 
exhibited at museums and institutions 
throughout North America and abroad, 
including the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, DC, the Jimmy Carter Presi-
dential Library and the High Museum in 
Atlanta, GA.
     Mike Harrison fabricates patterns for 
the cast-metal industry. He creates art 
works made of wood or a combination of 
wood and other materials such as metal, 
plastic, silicone, epoxy and fiberglass. 
Such objects often form the molds for 
cast-metal production items used in 
automation, aerospace and agricultural 
equipment. Besides the works in this col-
lection, Mafong and Harrison have created 
many works for private and institutional 
commissions.
     The Franklin G. Burroughs-Simeon B. 
Chapin Art Museum is a wholly nonprofit 
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Waccamaw Arts & Crafts Guild’s
Art in the Park

41st Year
at two venues in Myrtle Beach, SC
Over 60 artists from the East Coast to Tennessee, 

with about 20 artists from our local area!
2013 - 41st Year

Chapin Park
1400 N. Kings Hwy

Valor Park
Myrtle Beach Market Common
1120 Farrow Parkway

November 2 & 3 November 9 & 10

Both Venues
Saturdays & Sundays: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

No Admission Charge
Child and Pet Friendly!

Art includes Paintings, Woodworking, 
Photography, Jewelry, Fabric, Glass, Metal, 

Pottery and Stone
Contact: JoAnne Utterback at 843-446-3830

www.artsyparksy.com

2014 - 42nd Year
Chapin Park

1400 N. Kings Hwy
Valor Park

Myrtle Beach Market Common
1120 Farrow ParkwayApril 5 & 6,

 June 21 & 22,
October 11 & 12 and

November 1 & 2

April 12 & 13 and

November 8 & 9

The Seacoast Artists Gallery is honored to feature award winning artist and 
frequently published photographer/artist Mike Covington.  Mike enjoys 
capturing the essence of light and color found in the sunrises and sunsets 
along the rivers, waterways and beaches of the low country in South 
Carolina.  Mike believes that the beauty of our fragile environment is 
exemplified when one spends time outdoors, watching the sights and 
listening to the sounds of nature, appreciating and understanding the 
importance of protecting these precious gifts for future generations. 
 

Mike and his wife Dottie moved to South Carolina in 2006 to be able to 
explore the low country.  Mike exhibits at Harvest Commons, Seacoast 
Artists Gallery at The Market Common, and Collector’s Café.  Last year Mike 
was solo exhibitor at the Kirby Gallery in Roxboro, NC. To see more of Mike’s 
art, go to www.lowcountryart.org and www.lowcountryphotos.com.  Go to 
http://mike-covington.com/Awards.htm for a sampling of Mike's many 
recent awards.  To contact Mike:  mike@lowcountryphotos.com. 

 

3032 Nevers Street 
Myrtle Beach, SC  29577 

at The Market Common 

Featured Artist/Photographer 
for November 2013 

Mike Covington 

 

Gallery Hours:   Mon-Sat:  Noon - 8 PM;   Sun:  Noon - 6 PM  
 

 www.seacoastartistsguild.com seacoastartistsgallery@gmail.com 
 Gallery Director:  Woody Bower Gallery phone:  843-232-7009    
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